SEP-25--03 THU 04:24 PM 



FAX NO. 



P. 03 



PTO/SB/30 (05.D3) 
Approved for usa through O4/30/Z003. OMS 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark OfliCOl as. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Ifncfor m Pflfrnrwork Reduction Act of 1995, 09 nprsons are rftflulred to rsftnonrf to a- ccltection of Information unless It coytalrwg valid QMS ooiHrot numbe r. 



mless )r coytatrw_g ya»q QMS ooiMi 



Request 
For 

Continued Examination (RCE) 
Transmittal 



AppticaUon Number 



Address to: 
Mail Stop RCE 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O, Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Filing Date 



First Named inventor 



Art Unit 



Bx&min&rNama 



Attorney Docket Number 




17 I i 



This is a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 1.114 of tfta above-identified application. 

Request for Continued Examination (RCE) practice under 37 CFft 1.114 does not apply to any utility or plant application lilad prior lo June a, 
1995, or to any design application. Sqq instruction Sheet for RC£s (not to be submitted lo the USPTO) on page 2. 



I Submission required under 37 CFR 1 .1 1 4l Note: if the RCS is proper, any previously filed unentered amendrrtanls and 
amendments enclosed with the RCE will bo entered in the order In which they wera filed unless applicant Instructs otherwise, if 
applicant docs not 'wish to have any previously filed unentered amendments) orrtared, applicant must request non-enlry of such 
arnendment(s). 

I I P revious| y submitted. If a final OlTrtia gcUon is outstanding, any amendments filed after the final Office action may be 
' ' — 1 considered as a submission even if ihis box is not chocked. 

Consider the arguments in the Appeal Brief or Rely Brief previously filed on 
li. Q Other t 

Enclosed 



1. 



I. [ | Amendment/Reply 

it, Q Affi^vft(sy Declaration(s) 

jrvmr m mn- 

(Miscellaneous 



iii t Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) 

□ Other 



□ Suspension of action on the above-identifiad application is requested under 37 CFR 1.1D3(c) for a 
period of - months. (Period of suspension shall not exceed 3 months; Fa a under 37 CFR 1 .17(i) r squired) 



* □ 



Other 



3. [ FjBgsJ ThQ RCe ftlQ Uf i d * f 37 CFR 1 ' 17 ( 0 ) i s squired by 37 CFR 1,1 14 when tho RCS is filed. 

Tvi ^ e DffflCtDr ' s fc flr *&y authprizesUo charge J.hejgtlowing^^ o^credjt any overpayment^ 
3. \3l\ Deposit Account No. 



I J^(f RCE tee recurred Under 37 CFR 1, 17(e) 

>L ^5 wsion erf iime fee (37 CFfc 1,138 and 1,17) 

\\l Q Other 

b. p 



lorizedjo charge the following fees, or credit any overpayment?, tb 



Check In the amount of $ 



enclosed 



c, I I Payment by credit card (Form FTO-2039 &rido5cd) 

WARNING: Information on this Form may b&como pubiic. Credit card Information should not 
bu included on this form. Provide credit card Information and authorisation on PTO-3033. 



Nam& {FrintfT ypa) 



Signature 



SI GNATURE OF APPLICA NT, ATTORNEY, OR AGENT REQUIRED 




Re gistration No. {Atiomey /A qantl. 



Daro 



C^f^lCATJ^FMAjUNG OR TRANSMISSION **J l^'J^L ~ ^ jT[l 



I hereby coftlfy that thit* correspondence ia being deported with irtta Urdus tj Stales Postal Servtca wilft suFRo'tjnl postage as first ci^SS mod in on snvalope 
adifriwmsf trr. Mall Slop RC£, Commissioner for Patents, P, O. So* 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 or facsimile transmitted to Lba U.S. Patent antf Trademark 
Office an urn elflti'j ijhtiwn ^nl^w. 



Stgnuturft 



7vr 



z 



if^ r (^ir^l'6^ 3? 




This MllocEiflfi intormsitif^'l^ir^l'S^ 3? CPHf^rT*. Thairtferm^tion »5 required lo obtain at retain a benefit by trfe puhitc vfriich La ta ftt^ (and by in a USPTO 
peocDi-ij} an application. Confidantlailty is navtimod by 3S J^Kc t 122 and 37 CFR 1,14, This coBaciian is estimated to cattft 12 itiinut^s to complete, In£|udin§ 
gatherimi pruprtring, artd autJrtiiUinp, the complfttecj appll^Kri Form to tne tJSPTO. Time vary dftpOftding upon the Individual casft. Any comments on tha 
amount of lima you requlra to complete this Form and/or ^uggoiitions For reducing this burden, should bo sant to the Chief IflEortmitian Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark QjfisO, U 5, .Department of Commarea, P,O r Sax 14tJ0, AlexancMu. VA 22313-1450. Dd NOT SEND FEEG OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. Sf.HO TOz M-iH Slop RCE, Commissioner far Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Atex*ndri3, VA 42313-1450. 

/fyoy need ass/sm/jce in completing the form i cati 1-£QQ-PTQ«9199 and &$tert option 2. 
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NOTES: 

An RCE is not a new application and filing an RCE will not result in an application being accorded a new filing 
date. 

Filing Qualifications: 

The application must be a utility or plant application filed on or after June 8, 1995, The application cannot be a 
provisional application, a utility or plant application filed before June 8, 1995. a design application, or a patent 
under reexamination , See 37 CFR 1*11 4(e)* 

Filing Requirements: 

Prosecution in the application must be dosed. Prosecution is dosed if the application is under appeal, or the 
last Office action is a final action, a notice of allowance, or an action that otherwise closes prosecution in the 
application (e*g,> an Office action under £x parte Guayfe). See 37 CFR 1.114(b). 

A submission and a fe& are requfr&d af th& tinJG the ROE is filed. If reply to an Office action under 35 U,S,C. 
132 is outstanding (e.g., the application is under final rejection), the submission must meet the reply requirements 
of 37 CFR 1.111. If there is no outstanding Office action, the submission can be an information disclosure 
statement, an amendment, new arguments, or new evidence. See 37 CFR 1,114(0). The submission may be a 
previously filed amendment (e.g., an amendment after final rejection). 



WARNINGS: 

Requcgfefox Suspension of Action: 

Ail RCE filing requirements must be met before suspension of action is granted. A request for a suspension of 
action under 37 CFR 1.103(c) does not satisfy the submission requirement and does not permit the filing, of the 
required submission to be suspended. 

Improper RCE will NOT toll Any Time Period: 

Before Appeal * If the RCE is improper 4 (e.g., prosecution in the application is not closed or the submission or 
foe hEJs not been filed) and the application is not under appeal, the time period set forth in tha last Office action 
will continue to run and the application will be abandoned after the statutory time period has expired if a reply to 
the Office action is not timely filed. No additional time wilt be given to correct the improper RCE. 

Under AppQa?-\[ the RCE is improper (e.g*, the submission or tha fee has not been filed) and the application Is 
under appeal, the improper RCE is effective to withdraw the appcaf. Withdrawal of th$ appeal resufts in tho 
allowance or abandonment of the application depending on the status of the claims, if there are no allowed 
claims, the application is abandoned. If there is at ieast one allowed claim, the application will be passed to issue 
on the allowed claim(s). See MPEP 1215,01, 



See MFEP 706.07(h) for further Information on the RCE practice. 
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Under. ll»s Pnocrwork RofluctiflilAct of 1395. no perinns 


FTO/SB/21 (0fl-O$) 
Approved fcf usb through CSttOVZOOS. OMB OfiSK>031 

US, patent and Tradamartc Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT Of COMMERCE 

arp renuired to rpRoond_to_a collection of information untos 11 rttertliws a_vaHfi OMS.eontfal number. 


TRANSMITTAL 
FORM 

(to ba used for a/r twrmporutenQQ after Mm Mno) 


Application Number 




Fifing Dale 




First Named Inventor 




Art Unit 


)1tl 


Examiner Namo 




V. Total Number of PciejOT ifl This SU&mfcsiOrt J ^7 


Attorney Docket Number 





ENCLOSURES (ctecfc a/f tt&t apply) 



□ 



□ 
□ 
□ 



Fuo Transmittal Form 

Fee Attached 
Ame ncfmcnyRoply 

After Final 
CZ3 AlfidSivi[,sydBciaraiipri(5) 
Extension of Time Request 
Express Abandonment Request 

Information Disclosure Statement 

Certified Copy of Priority 
Documents 

Response 10 Missing Parts/ 
IneompJeie Appteiion 

□Response to Missing Paris 
under 37 CfR 1,52 or t,53 



□ 

□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

I Remarks 



Drawing(s) 

Lice/ising-reiatcd Papers 
Petition 

Petition to Convert to a 
Provisional Application 
Power of Attorney, Revocation 
Change of Correspondence Address 

Terminal Disclaimer 
Request for Refund 
CD, Number of CP(s) ^_ 




After Allowance commurticaUon 
to Technology Center (TC) 

Appeal Communication Id Board 
of Appeals and Interferences 
Appeal Communicalfon to TC 
{Appeal Na*l«, Pricf, Reply Briot) 

Proprietary In formation 
Status Letter 

Other Enclosure^) (ptea$e 
Identify below): r-— a 



6 



fa 
9 




SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT, ATTORNEY, OR AGENT 




Firm 
or 

Individual name 



yes) 



Signature 



Date 




CERTIFICATE OF TRANSMISSION/MAILING %JZ- IS \) 



1 hereby certify lhat Ihis correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the USPTO or deposited with the United States Postal Service with 
sufficient postage as first class mall in an Envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P,0. Bok Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on 
the date shown below. 


Typed or printed name 




V^Sfg nature 




Date 





or retain s honsftt (sy tne ptiwic wnicri is 16 Hlo (and by tho USPTQ to 
ic CCilaclton is estimated ta 12 minutas to com pi ate. inckidino 



This cclluclion of information Is required by 37 CFR 1,5. Tho Information is required lo d 
praeossj) an ap^itiiiifin. CMtfuniWility is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.1 

gaLtiarinrj, pmparing, spd submitting tho completed application form lo tha USPTO. Tprfa wili vary depending U|»n me Individual Case, Any camm&nte on the 
amount uMinruyou ruquirs lo campleta this form and/or suggestions tor reducing tmi burden, should ba sant to the Chief Inforrrauan Cmccr, lt.5. Patent and 
Trademark Offica. U.S. Department of Compares. PA Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313- T150. DO MOT S£ND £HeS OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, 



\f you noed assistance in complQlifig the form, catt 1-BQG-PTQ^9199 and sefecf option 2. 
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Un der the PnnorVorK Reduction Act of 1 395, no persona ara.reqtiirad tp rasi 

FEE TRANSMITTAL 



for FY 2003 

Patent Ai<tt ara subjoci to annwt mv&hrt. 



CD Applicant claims small entity status. See 37 CFR 127 



TOTAL AMOUNT OF* -PAYMENT 



Approved far use through 1G/31/20Q2. OWB 0GS1-ttE8 
US, Palent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OP COMMERCE 
jond 1q 3. collection of Information unless \j dfeahgvs a valid QMS co ntKri nn 

Compfeta if Known 



Application Numbsr 



Filing Oato 



First Named Inventor 



Examiner Name 



Art Unit 




4 o B * 



METHOD OF PAYMENT fc/teck atf that apply) 



FEE CALCULATION (continued) 



QOiecK Q Credit card [~] Money Q Other j~j Mono 
pjjs^ deposit Account; 



3, ADDITIONAL FEES 

Large Entity « -SaraH Enti ty 



Qaposit 
Account 
Number 
Deposit 
Account 
Name 



Tha Cflm?ni?wJonw is auihoHze4 to; fchock alt that apply) 

Cfiarga fae{s) indicated holow O any overpayments 

Charge any additional fee(4) during Iho pendancy of thfs application 
PI Charge fee(s) Indkaldd botaw, axcapt for* thu filing fas 
to Lha 3feov«»Wan tiffed deport qccownt. 




F"i«j Fee 
Cod* ($> 

1051 130 

1052 SO 

1053 130 
1812 2,520 

1504 920" 

1505 1,340* 



FEE CALCULATION 



1- BASIC HUNG FEE 



1251 
1252 



110 





Fee 


F<WI 




Cod* $) 




<*) 


1$01 


740 


2001 


370 


1002 




2Q02 


1S5 


1003- 


510 


2003 


2S5 


1004 


740 


2004 


370 


1005 


18G 


300S 





UtiHiy filfng fco 

Dssryrt filing fee 

PFunt (IlinO fad 

Rufcsua fifing fee 

Provisional filing fee, 
r 



Fise Paid 



1253 ^0^^2233 



SUBTOTAL (1) (S) 



2, EXTRA CLAIM FEES FOR UTILITY AND REISSUE 

Fes from 
Ext ra Paim a taej^ _Fea Pfiirf 



Total Ciaima 

IndepiindMnt 
Claims 
Multiple Dependent 



3 a ( 

] -a 



*r~ixi i-t 



Lama Entity i 


Small Entity 


Coda ($) 


Fen Fee 
CQito {%) 


1222 1a 


2202 9 


1201 34 


2201 42 


1203 290 


2200 140 


1204 34 


2204 &Z 


1205 18 


220S 3 



Fee DeacTT Ottgff 

Cairns In axesss of 20 
Independent Claim* in excess of 3 



•* Reissue independent claim:; 
over original patent 

"* Reissue claims in excess of 20 
tmti c«t*f original patent 



1254 1.440 

1255 1,060 

1401 320 

1402 320 

1403 2B0 

1451 1 T £1G 

1452 110 

1453 1,280 

1501 1,280 

1502 460 
150a 6Z0 
1450 130 
tao7 sa 

1808 180 
5021 4Q 

1309 740 

1310 7^0 

iaoi 

1802 




S0Q 



2051 65 

2052 25 



Fee Description 

Surcharge • lata filing fee or oath 

Surcharge - lata provisional filing fss or 
covar sheet 



1053 130 Wan-Engtfsh specification 

1312 2,520 For filing a rnquest fOP £x parte raesciitliniltjan 

1&04 Reque^tfriapublicailonefSlRpriono 
Examiner action 

1805 1,840- Requesting publication of SIR ate 
Examiner aclian 



2251 55 

22^2 2Q0 



2254 720 
2235 350 

2401 160 

2402 160 

2403 140 
1.51Q 

2452 55 

2453 640 
25Q1 64(3 



2502 
2502 
14SQ 
1*07 

teoG 

SQ21 
2809 



2S10 370 



£901 
1B02 



&densIon for reply within first monrtl 
ExifirvjJort forrapiy withJn surorrd mornh 

Extension for reply Vnthin third month 
Extension for reply within fourth monlh 
Extension for reply wiUlfn frfth month 

Nofaa of Appeal 

Filing a brief m suppon of an appeal 
Raquast for ora! hearing 

Pelitwn to institute a public use proceeding 
Petition ti> TOVivo - Unavoidable 

Petition lo revive - unintentional 
Utility JSSUa faa C° r reissue) 
Design issue fet* 
Plant Issue Ice 

petitions ta the Commissioner 
Pmcflssinfl fco under 37 CFR 1,l7(qJ 

Submission cf tnfcrmalfon Disciasure Stmt 

ReWrdlng each patent assignment par 
propercy ^niss number of pnwirfQS) 

Filing igybmfssf on aftorfinar rejaerfsn 
(37 CFR 1.129 (a)) 

For each qdq'ittonsl invention to be 
cammed <37 CFrt 1 ,129ib» 

370 Reoueat for Continued Ejmmination <RCS) 

900 Request for expedited eociminglion 
of a design application 



220 
310 
13Q 

50 
1fl0 

40 
370 



SUBTOTAL (2) 



''Of number pmvhusfr paid tf oraatsiz For ftni$sj,njs % jraa atxsvQ 



Otharfee tspecify) ^ 

'Reduced &y Basic Filing Fee Paid 



SUBTOTAL (3) ($)\b& "Q 



SUBMITTED I3Y 



Namv {Print/Typv} 



L Sign, 



StUfB 



NO: 



Registration ^o, 



(CottidIqIo tifatitxicnbto) 



WARN! NO: informdi^n on itffe form rrt^y become public. Credit c^rd information should not 
be included on this furm/vrow\da creritt cqrd informatiort antl authartsatfon on PTO-203G. 

This collection Of infcrTruiliorj is rotjuimd by 37 CFB 1»rr and 1.27, The informaticn is required lo obtain or nilatn a benefit by the pudlic which is to fiio [in^ oy the 
U5PTQ 10 proc^a) an application. Confidentiality la governs by 35 U.3.C. 122 and 27 CfH 1.14. This collection Is estimated to take 12 minutes to cgrnfUeie. 
including gaihoring. preparing, nna nudPntlling ;hn* complete application form to tho U5PT0. Time wil) vary depending Upon trtti individual case. Any commcnls on 
the amount of \\fi\n ys?u requij-ti ts c^mpfefo this form antf/or ^uggealicns fcr reflirang Ihts burdsn, snouW se^t 10 (h<S CA"if Intorrnalion Dflteaj', U.S. Palcnl 
Trademark Officii, U.S, Dep^rtrwrtnt of Commyrco, Wasrtinfjton, Di^023l t OQ NOT SEND FEE^ QH COMPLETED F<3RM3 TO THIS ADDRESS. S£NO TO; 
Cnmmiif-'siartflr f^r P^ito^i;*;, Wa&iiing?nn» DC 20231* 
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p/eurag the farm, c-^ T-tfOO-PTOvgigj? ( T -800- 735-9 1 93^ Jn<f s&tott option 2. 



